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Playboy Enterprises Inc. Moves from Chicago to Beverly Hills Next Week 
 
Playboy Enterprises Inc. will be moving its editorial, photography and art departments from its 
north side Chicago office Playboy Enterprises’ home for more than 30 years- to Civic Center 
drive in Beverly Hills, California on April 30, 2012. With Playboy Enterprises’ move to the West 
Coast	  comes great change in the company and the city of Beverly Hills.  Former CEO Christie 
Hefner (1988-2009) said in a press conference in March when the decision was made public that 
“the move to Southern California where the entertainment is for videos, digital, and now print is 
just good business. 
 
Many of the company’s employees have been asked to relocate to the new office on Civic Center 
drive, however some members of the public relations, human resources, accounting and legal 
teams have been asked to stay in Chicago to help make the move as seamless as possible in both 
regions.  There is no final decision as to the latter departments’ relocation but it looks as if they 
will make the move to Beverly Hills sometime in the next two years, according to business and 
financial experts from outside the company. 
 
The announcement of the move to the west coast came as little surprise for many of the 
company’s employees and dedicated followers. Playboy’s top executives have been working in 
Los Angeles and Beverly Hills for many months prior to the official announcement of the move 
in March.   The move was preceded by the relocation of Chief Content Officer and Editorial 
Director Jimmy Jellinek to Los Angeles in August of 2011. Main shareholders of the company 
reside in the Los Angeles and Beverly Hills areas.  
 
Looking back fondly at the company’s time in Chicago, Hefner	  stated in an op-ed piece printed 
in the Chicago Tribune in March:	  “I like to think the magazine's presence provided the city with 
an edge, a reminder to the rest of America that the first steps of a sexual revolution took place at 
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a card table at 6052 S. Harper Ave., ran wild in a State Street mansion and grew into a global 
presence on Michigan Avenue visible to anyone driving down Lake Shore Drive. Together we 
took those ideals of sexual liberation from Loop newsstands to the farthest edges of the planet. 
Playboy could not have happened anywhere else but Chicago.”   
 
Playboy Enterprises Inc. began in 1953 out of Hugh Hefner’s Chicago, Illinois apartment with 
the first issue of Playboy magazine.  Marilyn Monroe graced the cover of the first issue right 
after the conclusion of the Korean War.  60 years later the company has grown to one of the 
largest and most recognizable in the world.  Stemming from the release of the first magazine in 
1953 was the birth of a worldwide brand.  In the 1950s, 1960s and the 1970s Playboy Clubs 
sprouted all over the country, starting with Hefner’s hometown of Chicago.  Then with the 
growth of the magazine came lingerie brands, Halloween costumes and television and movie 
deals.  In 2005 producer Kevin Burns began filming a reality show entitled “The Girls Next 
Door”.  The show focused on Hugh Hefner and his “girls” that lived in his lavish Beverly Hills 
mansion with him.  The show grew to immense success and so popularity for the Playboy brand 
grew with audiences outside that of the magazine’s target.  Then in 2008 the film The House 
Bunny followed a woman who was a Playboy bunny and lived with Hefner and then became the 
“house mother” of a sorority.  Success continued to follow the company throughout its 60 years 
and will continue to do so in Beverly Hills starting April 30, 2012.          
 
To conclude, Playboy Enterprises Inc. is relocating from Lakeside Chicago, Illinois to Beverly 
Hills, California on April 30, 2012.  The company will be leaving their offices at Lakeshore 
Drive for 9346 Civic Center Drive, Beverly Hills, California.  For more information on the move 
to the west coast please contact Kathryn Ratcliffe, public relations specialist for Playboy 
Enterprises Inc. at (312) 751-8000 or email her at kratcliffe@playboy.com 
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